[Absence attacks with secondary bilateral synchrony].
Three cases with petit mal absence attacks with secondary bilateral synchrony were presented. The interictal EEG showed unilateral focal epileptic discharges in the frontal area with normal background activity. The ictal EEG disclosed 3-Hz generalized symmetrical spike-wave patterns preceded by unilateral focal discharges, which were elicited by hyperventilation. None of the three cases had abnormal neurological findings or abnormal CT findings. All three cases had normal psychomotor development. One case had a history of febrile convulsions. The ictal manifestations were as follows; impairement of consciousness without any other signs in one case, with decreased posture tone in the second, and automatism in the third. The authors suggest that there can be petit mal absence with 3-Hz generalized spike-wave discharges induced by secondary bilateral synchrony.